School Travel Plans – Last Chance for Funding!!! 

Capital grants are available for those schools who develop School Travel Plans and meet the Government approval criteria by December 31st 2008. This funding amounts to £3,750 + £5 per pupil on role for lower and nursery schools, and £5,000 + £5 per pupil on role for all middle, upper and special schools.
Travelling to and from school is an integral part of the school day for students. If the journey is a pleasant one then they are happier and better equipped to face the school day, making the school a pleasant and constructive environment for everyone. Over 75% of schools in Bedfordshire now have an approved School Travel Plan and have received funding to help them put into action some of the measures identified by the school.
What is a school travel plan?

A school travel plan encompasses all the issues relevant to journeys to and from school and includes concerns about safety, health and also proposals for ways to make improvements. School travel plans have attracted government support as they are seen as a way to help reduce the number of unnecessary car journeys.

Essentially the plan is a statement of issues which need to be addressed and a strategy for overcoming or reducing them through a number of initiatives, which will make journeys to and from school safer and healthier. School travel plans include consultation with pupils, parents, local residents, councillors, health promoting officers and public transport operators.

How can having a school travel plan help you?

· It looks at the way pupils and staff travel to school and aims to improve the journey experience for everyone. 

· It aims to reduce car use on the journey to school. 

· It encourages people to walk, cycle, car share or use public transport. 

· Examples include park and stride schemes, walking buses, safer routes to school and staggering start times. 

· Marketing and promotional measures can help to improve safety and reduce car use and congestion around your school. 

Other benefits of a school travel plan

· Reduced noise, air pollution and congestion on roads around the school. 

· A safer environment outside the school gates. 

· Students arrive at school on time, more alert and keen to learn. 

· It promotes a healthier lifestyle. 

· Students improve their road safety skills and learn to travel independently. 

The Government hass stated that all schools are to have an approved trqvel plan in place by 2010. For further information and support to develop your school’s travel plan please contact the Sustainable Travel Team on 01234 276329.
