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Summary of KS5 PSG meeting

Tuesday 29th January
      The Pericut tabletop was taken from the NRich website (the inter-active tool is great) and

      Sandy trialled it with year 12 who coped well with it.

1) Feedback

Heather showed us the website we didn’t have time to try last time. Although it is written for Use of Maths AS there are many resources of use to A level teaching. Heather has selected those she feels are useful and these are attached as a zipped file.
Sandy had tried the trig sorts from Debra (2 sessions ago) – the mixed exercise was too difficult for her group –emphasising their lack of competence with radians! – but the simpler one with just degrees was really useful for building a set of ‘rules’ e.g. cos x = cos –x etc.

Sam had spent some time observing other staff teaching A level and was surprised at the extent to which they were similar in form to lower school lessons.

2) C2- exponentials and logarithms
Patsy took us through this unit. This was as a result of previous feedback that asked us to show you how we would balance activities, exposition and student activity. The lessons are stored as lessons 1 to 3. We then prepped lesson 4 together. 

3) Tricks of the trade
No one had any ‘tricks’ as such but Patsy showed us how she had asked students to explain the binomial expansion (see tricks sheet)

4) Websites
Sandy reminded the group about previous sites such as risps and kangaroo. The site www.mathedup.co.uk has a link to key stage 5 resources (as yet to be explored) but even better in funmaths the song about the circle is great! There are no really good key stage 5 songs but if anyone writes lyrics to a well known tune Redborne maths department will have a go at recording it.
5) Decision maths

Dave took us through an exercise on flows using Starburst sweets – very tasty – and it made sense!

Next meeting: Thursday 15th May 
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