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Notes for using Glimpses

	Notes for using Glimpses
This activity is quite challenging and can lead to interesting discussions about patterns in number. The program will need to be displayed, but can be run from a projector or an IWB. It is best used as a class activity, with pupils working together in pairs.
· Open glimpses.
· 
If the number in the box is other than 1, press restart.

· Warn the pupils that they are about to see a brief ‘glimpse’ of a pattern of dots. Tell them that they are expected to be able to tell you how many there are.

· Press ‘Glimpse’.
· Take answers on mini whiteboards or similar.

· Discuss strategies and answers.
· Reveal the answer by clicking the reveal button. 

· Click the next button for the second ‘glimpse’.
· Repeat, highlighting especially the shapes and patterns.

· It is useful for pupils to pause to share their strategies, rather than to just run through the screens quickly.

· Further work might involve pupils developing their own number patterns, in particular it lends itself to building up patterns (such as triangular numbers) and working towards a generalisation.

	Teaching Points

· This discussion is very important as it allows pupils to develop strategies from others.
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