Notes from KS5 PSG
Wednesday 14th January

1. Sharing good ideas

Sam – students were asked to write down everything they knew about trigonometry and then highlight what they were given. A set of posters were produced which are then used for display.

Julie – Mr T’s C3 in a page was used as a picture from memory which took a whole lesson to complete.

Alison – gave students a list of the different things they could have to do with coordinate geometry and they then had to match questions to the task (a classification task).

(long division in tricks of the trade)

Mike – did a revision day instead of training day (see SMARTie) and used WoWos – students had to come up with the sorts of questions they might be asked for a given answer.

· x2 -3x +4 was used for 2 hours of work – cooeficients, roots, differentiation, integration, remainder theorem, turning points ..

Sandy – tried the gossip problem (look up on Google) to get students thinking/investigating maths not on the syllabus

Toan – in an after school session set up a series of Tarsia revision activities as a form of ‘circuit training’

Ajay – used the toolbox in mymaths to demonstrate and discuss transforming graphs

Kay – used the students to mark each others work using questions and mark schemes from Mathsnet.net

2. C4 (as a response to last time’s evaluation forms) – parametric equations
See Mike’s SMARTie and Tarsia activity. This is probably about 4 lessons worth of work See also Sandy’s lesson plans as these include some of the other activities we developed/found – using graphic calculators or individual graph packages, drawing for themselves, finding real life examples, ASN from Kangaroo, Risps 27 and 29, NRich activity. (Mathsnet also has a card matching). 

3.  Tricks of the trade
Alison showed us polynomial division (linear denominator only) – do a search for this on Google. (I’ve added it to the tricks sheet)

We discussed solving trig equations using a range of methods and agreed we should try to show students a variety to try to match their individual learning styles.

4. Websites
    We’ve looked at most of these before – the list is worth checking regularly. The new one was SuperMathsWorld. This is free in January (password janfree) and £100 thereafter. It can be used with all years and all abilities.
5. Using a visualiser

Alison showed us some of the facets of a visualiser and we shared some ways we have used it with sixth formers.
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