Minutes of TMG
3rd December 2008

New thinking skills cards – in student speak from primary strategy – see VLE
Sharing ideas
· Battleships on miniclip.com

· Visualisation – county resources on website, using exact language, drawing

· Mobile phone – every £1 he uses he gets £1.22 – is this right on new VAT? Clip from ‘Never Mind the Buzzcocks’ – they do an incorrect calculation – stop it before too long

· Feedback – students explaining to each other rather than going over it as a class

· Singing songs – the words to the averages song is on a previous minutes

· Starter of the day – 25th Nov – Wordles – animated vocabulary; Visualisation – 4th Dec – drawing mirror images of 3D shapes – adapt for different ability

· Youtube – ‘I’m not just a boring square’

Feedback on backpacks
· Esimation

· Redesigning a car park

· Bearings/orientation

· All these resources are now available on the VLE
Two ideas trialled – ‘go fetch’; re-designing an empty building, re-designing a room – incorporate costs of labour etc.

changing rooms on a budget: (Argos catalogues are free – ask for 30), give them a budget, daily special offers 20%
Backpack calendar will be available for booking out. 

Original research into geometry, a mathematical investigation
Show students the paper folded – A0 to A4 – could then do in proportion lesson

Dotted lines for fold and undo, solid lines stay creased, number the lines as you do them.

Folded equilateral triangle – make in different sizes, use to make a pattern then tessellate the whole classes shapes.

Folded kite (2 lines) – look at angle rules, length of sides (most able), area – similar triangles
Folded pentagon

Folded cube – start with a square – six needed to make a cube, folded corners enables them to stack
Igloo

Percentages for low ability and  averages and range on VLE.

Igloo – tried with year 9, 10 and 11 – set 1 year 9 worked really well, less so with year 10, lack of success with lower groupings. Didn’t like being the experts. 

Adapted for pyramids with lower school.

Bowland maths
Every school has had discs for this and there is a website.

The website case studies will be updated. There are 18 initially. 
Suggested to last 3 to 5 lessons.

More detail on the PowerPoint.
Point zero – number properties, transformations, code breaking
Crash test – stats – hypothesis testing and report writing

Agreement needs to be made about which are done with middles and which with uppers.

Alien invasion is the only one that doesn’t require any ICT suite at all.
Trial please between now and February to discuss further at the next TMG.
Venn that tune
www.vennthattune.com – has some samples.
Venn that tune quiz – come up with their own.
Book and website

See PowerPoint on VLE.

Run a competition for 12 days – answers emailed in!

Link to starter of the day – www.transum.org is the preface to the address and has lots of extras

Advent calendar on NRICH

Maths mansion via Teacher’s TV – key stage 2 (patronising for uppers)

VLE – www.schools.bedforshire.gov.uk etc   or

www.b99.md.e2bn.net/myclasses
A murder mystery

We are going to write a mystery next time but using a curricula link. The task for next time will be to collect the details/info on the subject you wish to link with.

The mystery and homework sheet are available.

Sandy – maths, science and geography – race – environmental impact

Fran – science – murder CSI 

Ruth – who’s a cyberbully – PHSE, ICT

Christine – Olympics (ancient Greece)– who risked the wrath of the gods – history, PE, RE

Sandy
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