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Characteristics of Young Gifted Children
Children who are intellectually gifted are a varied lot who often reveal themselves in their behaviour. Some, of course, are so dramatically advanced that we can’t miss them, but others are not so evident. No single gifted child will show all the following characteristics, and some children, who may not be particularly gifted, show a few of the characteristics, but here are some clues to look for. The implications for practice are significant. 

· Impressive memory (long-term and short-term)
· Alertness, healthy attention span (not just for the higest-0interest activities)

· Early language (though some gifted children don’t speak early) and extensive vocabulary

· Early questions, early concepts, curiosity
· Fears like those of older children (and may be more disturbed by them)

· Early appreciation of humour and puns

· Ability to draw connections
· Early passions, wanting to know ‘everything’ about some things

· A vivid imagination – telling stories, acting out plays, drawing complicated pictures

· Complex play patters that often baffle age-mates

· Precocious mastery of symbol symbols in reading and mathematics

· Preferences for the company of older children (or younger ones who will do their bidding)

· Impatience with and confusion about peers who don’t learn as quickly as they do
· Seeking friendships of a mature nature

· If all is going well, a love of challenge, a sense of zest and confidence in tackling the difficult; if it is not, a preference for the easy and avoidance of anything at which the child can’t be sure of being an instant expert.
How do we identify Gifts and Talents of younger children?
· Ask the parents

· Ask the children

· Observe the ‘magic moments’

· Listen, not interfere

· Take not of what research tells us

The above text comes from:
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‘Too Long Neglected: Gifted Young Children’ Professor Valsa Koshy, Brunel University 2007
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