Definition and Identification 

Factors in Defining the Gifted & Talented 

Gardner's Multiple Intelligences (1993) 

· Linguistic 

· Logical-mathematical 

· Spatial 

· Bodily-kinaesthetic 

· Interpersonal 

· Intrapersonal 

· musical 

Sternberg's Triarchic Theory 

· Analytic intelligence 

· Creative intelligence 

· Practical intelligence 

Able Pupils can be: 

· good all-rounders 

· high ability in one area 

· of high ability but with low motivation 

· of good verbal ability but poor writing skills 

· very able with a short attention span 

· very able with limited interpersonal skills 

· keen to disguise their abilities 

adapted from Eyre 1995 

Ability + opportunities/support + motivation = high achievement 

Eyre 1998 

Simple Definition 

An able child, as defined by our school, is one who achieves, or has the ability to achieve, at a level significantly in advance of the peer group. This may be in all areas of the curriculum or in a limited range. 

Eyre 1999 

Identification Methods 

1 Tests 

· Baseline entry SATs 

· NFER cognitive ability etc 

· reading, spelling, maths 

· school progress and module tests 

2 Diagnostic assessment 

· based on pupils' work and performance in class 

· based on check list of characteristics, (general or subject specific) 

3 Opinion 

· teacher nomination 

· parental nomination 

· self nomination 

· peer nomination 

4 Provision 

· response to higher level tasks 

Solutions to Identification Problems 

1 Make sure all those connected to the school agree a definition. 

2 Discuss stereotypical and narrow views on a regular basis 

3 Establish which methods of identification give achievement data and which can be used to spot underachievement 

4 Build the identification into a cycle so that it is regularly reviewed and updated 

5 Be honest in discussing whether the school's systems work and open to making changes 

