Stratton Upper School


Gifted and Talented in Geography

Subject definition of Gifted and Talented

Gifted and talented pupils need to be given opportunities to study Geography to a greater depth and breadth and, sometimes, at a faster pace.

Characteristics of a Gifted and Talented Student in Geography

· Understands concepts clearly so that they can apply this understanding to new situations in order to make interpretations, develop hypotheses, reach conclusions and explore solutions

· They understand geographical ideas and theories, and apply them to real situations

· They communicate effectively using both the written and spoken word

· They communicate knowledge, ideas and understanding in ways that are appropriate to the task and audience.  They learn subject-specific vocabulary, use it accurately and are able to define words

· Reason, argue and think logically, showing an ability to manipulate abstract symbols and recognise patterns and sequences

· They use and apply mathematical principles (such as area, shape, spatial distribution) and formulae (such as Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient) to solve geographical tasks and problems. They identify their own geographical questions and establish sequences of investigation.  They understand, and are able to explain, complex processes and interrelationships (for example, within and between physical and human environments)

· Enjoy using graphs, charts, maps, diagrams and other visual methods to present information

· They transform relief shown by contour lines into three-dimensional models in their minds.  They are competent and confident in using the wide range of visual resources required in geography – aerial photographs, satellite images, maps or different types and scales

· Be confident and contribute effectively when taking part in less formal teaching situations

· They take part readily in role-play situations or simulations and enjoy contributing to outdoor fieldwork

· Relate well with other people, showing an ability to lead, manage and influence others, appreciating and understanding others’ views, attitudes and feelings

· They are willing to share their knowledge and understanding and steer discussion

· Have more highly developed value systems than most pupils of their age

· They have well considered opinions on issues such as the environment and the inequalities of life in different places

· They have good knowledge of where places are in the world and of topical issues

· They transfer their knowledge of physics, for example, to understand climate.  Or they transfer knowledge of the industrial revolution from history to help explain the location of industry in the UK

· Be creative and original in their thinking, frequently going beyond the obvious solution to a problem

Not all these characteristics need to be demonstrated by every student considered gifted in Geography.

Methods of identification of Gifted and Talented Students in Geography

· Use of pupil grouping within the classroom or the school to ensure that gifted and talented pupils have some opportunities to work with others of similar ability.

· Greater depth – where pupils are following a common curriculum but the most able use more challenging resources and are asked questions that require higher levels if thinking.

· More breadth – which gives pupils learning experiences beyond the normal curriculum for example fieldtrips, joint adventures and mixed year group activities.

· A separate homework programme for some pupils, providing more opportunities for in-depth study and greater flexibility in the way a topic is tackled.

· Using thinking skills – by using thinking skills, pupils can focus on ‘knowing how’ as well as ‘knowing what’ – learning about the learning process (metacognition).  The thinking skills below complement the key skills and are embedded in the geography programme of study.

· Information processing skills – the ability to locate and collect relevant information; to sort, classify, sequence, compare and contrast and to analyse part/whole relationships.

· Reasoning skills – the ability to give reasons for opinions and actions; to draw inferences and make deductions; to use precise language to explain thoughts and to make judgements and decisions informed by reasons or evidence.

· Enquiry skills – the ability to ask relevant questions; to pose and define problems; to plan what to do and how to research; to predict outcomes and anticipate consequences and to test conclusions and improve ideas.

· Creative thinking skills – the ability to generate and extend ideas; to suggest hypotheses; to apply imagination and to look for alternative outcomes.

· Evaluation skills – the ability to evaluate information; to judge the value of what they read, hear and do; to develop criteria for judging the value of their own and others’ work or ideas and to have confidence in their judgements.

Quality Assurance Procedures

Monitoring and evaluation methods used to ensure that students are performing at the appropriate level and are being academically challenged.

As a department, we use the prior data and our knowledge of the students in our care to draw up a list of students we consider to be ‘able geographers’.  This needs to be reviewed to ensure that our assessments are correct and current, once per term, where possible is suggested.

These students are marked in the teacher’s mark book, to identify them easily, in a similar way to students on the SEN list.  This is checked by the HOD; when books and registers are checked, to ensure quality of provision across the department.

The department recognises the need to engage the more able geographer, to this end, the department will be working on the provision of strategies that can be easily adapted and used as extension activities; to provide depth and breadth within the classroom environment, for example the use of ‘5 W + 1’ and the use of AfL tasks.

Geography for may years has been at the forefront of the development of ‘Thinking Skills’ – activities designed to challenge and engage, many of these such activities have already been embedded into the schemes of work across all years.  However, this will also remain an area for development, to ensure these are used effectively and are kept current.  

Department Arrangements for Gifted and Talented

	Department Name

	Geography

	Extra Curricular Opportunities for Gifted and Talented

	Field trips, joint adventures

	Lesson Activities and Strategies

	Using thinking skills: metacognition, knowing how and what

Information processing skills: to sort, classify, sequence, compare, analyse part/whole relationships, contrast

Reasoning skills: reason for opinions/actions, inferences, deduction, precise language use, judgements, the correct use of producing evidence for reason

Enquiry skills: relevant questioning, to pose and define problems, planning research, predicting outcomes, anticipate consequences, testing conclusions and improve on ideas

Creative thinking skills: generate and extend ideas, suggest hypotheses, apply imagination, to look for alternative outcomes

Evaluation skills: evaluate information, judge value of what they read, hear and do, develop criteria for own and others ideas, to be confident in own judgement


	Group Arrangements

	Pupil grouping in the classroom

	Resources for Gifted and Talented held in the Geography Department
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