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Home Access programme:

Looked After Children

Home Access

Home Access is the government programme that will help to ensure that more children in England have
access to technology at home to support learning.

The programme will provide Home Access Grants to enable more than 270,000 households that currently
ack access to obtain home access by March 2011.

Applications will be handled on a first come first served basis, so it is important for anyone interested in
applying to do so as soon as possible.

Looked After Children

As part of the planning for the Home Access programme, it was recognised that Looked After Children
are some of the most vulnerable in our society.

As such, Becta decided to run a process under the main Home Access programme that focussed purely
on these learners. In short, a Looked After Child placed in the care of the local authority, where they are
expected to be in a placement sixmonths or more, may be eligible to receive a Home Access Grant.
This applies to children in school years 1 to 13 inclusive. Children placed in local authority funded Care
Homes are not eligible as it is expected that sufficient provision will be available to them within their
accommodation.

Looked After Children who are resident in agency placements will only be eligible if the fees paid by the
local authority do not contain an uplift to reflect the inclusion of access to IT during the placement.

The learner’s key care worker will apply on their behalf, when the education of the learner s reviewed,
usually at a care review meeting, in partnership with the foster carer (unless they are in independent
living). Ifthe leamer has received equipment under a similar scheme such as Home Access for Targeted
Groups and Computers for Pupils, then they will not be able to apply fora Home Access Grant. Please
refer to the guidance for full eligibility criteria before deciding whether to proceed with any applications.
Please register as a partner on the Home Access website (www.homeaccess.org.uk) for access to the
practitioner guidance and Looked After Children Home Access Grant application form. This s the only
place where you will be able to obtain the application form.

Answers tofrequently asked questions will be posted on the Becta collaboration website: httpy/
collaboration.becta.org.uk

If you still have queries regardln%‘the application or the process, then please call the Home Access Grant
helpline on 0333 200 1004, which is open 8am to 8pm (Monday to Friday) and 8am to 1pm (Saturday).
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Support the programme

Realise the benefits

[T

“Call may be menitored o recorded tomaintain high evels o securty and qualty o envice. Calls o this
number costnomore than acll 001 or 02 numberand count towrds inclusiv minutes i the same
way 2501 and 02 cals.Thse rles applytocallfom any type ofneincluding mobile, BT, other faed
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