Dear Colleague,

The purpose of this communication is to alert you to the Home Access Project which is due to be rolled out nationally at the end of this year via marketing on television and the press.
Attached to this letter is a document provided by Becta who are working on behalf of the Government to bring this initiative to the attention of Local Authorities, Schools and Families. 
Essentially the Home Access Project is a mechanism to support families who might not be able to afford or cannot afford to invest in computer technology due to the circumstances they find themselves in. This would include those parents who are on low incomes or income support, pupils on Free School meals and looked after children. (Full details of eligibility criteria are included in the leaflet).

The project will aim to supply each successful applicant with a computer and one year’s free broadband access (suitably filtered, with warranty and a software toolkit). In total there will be 270,000 packages available and whilst this will not completely eradicate the digital divide it will go a long way in reducing the number of families without access to computers and the internet. Additionally, families who do not qualify for the scheme can purchase the same package at a very competitive price to increase the amount of access for their children at home.
Becta have asked the LA to encourage and support schools to identify families wherever possible to apply for a package via an application form.
You may have already heard about the programme and the pilots which have run in Oldham and Suffolk over the past year. Indications from the pilots are that the initiative has been highly valued by successful applicants who over subscribed the available packages by one and a half times!
I trust the attached document will provide you with all the information you need, however if you do require further help or information please contact me at the address above.

Best wishes,

Neil Turner

ICT Consultant

e-Learning Strategy Team
Bedford Borough & Central Bedfordshire
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What is Home Access?

The vision for Home Access is to ensure that more learners in state-maintained education have access to technology at home to support their learning. The supplementary benefit is that once connectivity is provided in a home, there are possibilities available for all the family.

Who is eligible?

The scheme is means tested – applications are made to a central body (Capita) using a 16 page form. Initially the programme will target learners in years 3 to 9 inclusive who attend a state maintained school on a full time basis and did not benefit from the Home Access for Targeted Groups or Computers for Pupils schemes.
Of these families the second criterion is that the family fits into one of the following:

· The child is eligible for free school meals,

· Parent(s)

· on income support

· receives income based job seekers allowance

· receives the Child Tax Credit and has an income of less than £16,040

· have guaranteed pension credit

· have an income related employment support allowance

· receive support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act.

Special provisions exist for Children in Care whereby the LA can make applications on their behalf using a shorted form (they effectively pre-qualify)

The programme aims to benefit more than 270,000 households by March 2011
Only one Home Access application can be made per household.
How will it work?
National publicity for the scheme will take place late December 2009/early January 2010, inviting members of the public to apply. There will be a particularly high profile activity around the time of the BETT show (from 13th January 2010) Successful candidates will receive a debit card and pin number which can be used in over 1100 retail outlets in the UK via (currently) 6 suppliers. Advice and guidance will be provided in the choice of the most suitable of the approved home access packages.
What does the Home Access Package consist of?

A laptop or PC, plus internet connectivity. Applicants can choose from a mobile or landline internet provision. Service, support and connectivity is for 1 year; this includes and enhanced warranty and reinstatement service in case of theft. 
	The computer will come pre-configured with:

· Office Productivity Suite (eg MS Office, Open Office, or other)

· Anti Virus

· Pre-set parental controls

· eSafety training materials

· 2 log ons; parent and child

· Assistive technology (further support and equipment available for those learners where the above package does not cover their needs)
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A printer is not included in the package, but families can choose to top up the funding if required. (The decision not to include a printer was based on the principle of not burdening families with a device that requires expensive consumables)

Learning from the Pilots

In Oldham and Suffolk, 11,500 packages were delivered with 93% of those families eligible for Free School Meals successfully taking up the offer. 

Schools and LA’s played a key role in promoting awareness with families of the benefits of using technology to support learning.
