Key Stage 3 ICT Special Schools Forum

The first meeting of the special schools group was held on March 19th 2003 with five schools represented. Neil Turner represented the KS3 ICT Team.
After initial introductions, there was discussion regarding the current status of the KS3 ICT special school pilot materials. A consortium of 10 schools in another part of the country has recently been selected for the pilot. This was disappointing news for Bedfordshire as the special schools had expressed a really keen interest in being part of the pilot!  Good news, however, was that there will be training for special schools starting in January 2004.

The current status of the ICT audit process was discussed. The additional support schools have all completed an audit and consultancy agreements have been agreed. Representatives from non-additional support schools who were at the meeting have also completed an audit. Consultancy agreements will be discussed after April for these schools. Neil outlined the funding for the additional support schools for this coming year (it is broadly in line with the current funding).

The focus moved on to current practice in schools. The discussion was mainly about the delivery of ICT in conjunction with the QCA Scheme of Work, and the amount of work needed to amend the materials (as also true of the KS3 materials). It was decided that pooling knowledge and materials would be a useful way forward, and a programme of meetings would reflect a commitment by participating schools to develop a skeleton framework that is appropriate for the special schools phase. The group felt that this would be a positive way forward, so that when the KS3 materials are ready they can be incorporated within this structure.

A request from neighbouring LEAs to be included in this group was unanimously agreed to. An invitation to colleagues from Milton Keynes and Luton to join our next meeting will, therefore, be made by Neil Turner. This would help in the construction of the skeleton grid and widen the range of experiences and knowledge. 

Next meeting dates:

1st October 2003 4.30 The Grange, Kempston
3rd December 2003 4.30 TBA

Neil Turner

KS3 ICT Consultant

