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	To: Heads of ICT/ICT Co-ordinators in upper, middle and special schools
Cc: KS3 Strategy Manager 


KS3 ICT in Bedfordshire - core training 2004-2005
Dear Colleague

The following core training is scheduled for the autumn and spring terms 2004-2005.This training is aimed at Heads of ICT/ICT Co-ordinators in middle and upper schools, but Heads of ICT in Special schools/PRU are welcome to attend the training, where they feel it would be appropriate and of interest.
1. Increasing pupils’ rates of progress in ICT at KS3 (All KS3 schools) 
This training day will focus on improving progress (the English, Maths and Science Strands also have a focus on increasing rates of progress). There will be an emphasis on the key role of the subject leader in managing and developing teaching and learning to ensure clear expectations for pupil progress between one and two levels over the key stage. It will build on earlier training and teaching materials, and explore strategies to accelerate progress and make best use of available materials to improve attainment.
2. Preparing Year 9 pupils for assessment (including tests) (Upper Schools only) 
This training will explore issues of assessment in ICT and aims to help schools to prepare for the 2005 ICT national QCA test pilot. It will include a focus on teacher assessment, independent learning, problem solving and the relation of problem solving to the test. 
This training will be in two parts. 
Part 1 (full day) will focus on:
· Understanding the background to the tests

· Gaining an understanding of the 2005 test model
· Preparing for end of key stage assessment
Part 1 will also include a KS4 Update and will provide Heads of ICT with an opportunity to focus on the new KS4 materials that are beginning to emerge through the Strategy, including the new ICT section of the GCSE booster pack.
Part 2 (half day) will focus on:
· Understanding the purpose of the practice tests and how they could be used (including the use of formative assessment feedback)
· Understanding the way the tests are marked
· Planning for the preparation of end of key stage assessment
3. Middle School updates (assessment and Year 9 test)
The national core training for Year 9 assessment and the test as outlined in (2) above is, as it stands, specifically aimed at Upper schools in Bedfordshire. However, it is important that Middle Schools are kept fully informed and up to date with assessment and test developments, and opportunities have therefore been included in the 2004-05 training programme for two Middle school briefings (please see Sign up form enclosed with this letter for details).
Training venue and funding
All core training will be held at Shuttleworth College. Please find enclosed a sign up form for the training, with details of dates, times and how to book places. Please respond by Friday September 24th so that numbers can be confirmed with venue organisers as soon as possible. 
A reminder that core training sessions are paid for by a Standards Fund grant – so all KS3 schools have funding to release staff. There are no course fees, and refreshments (including lunch on full day courses) are also provided free of charge.
FOR INFORMATION

On screen test for ICT at KS3 - a reminder for schools with Year 9 pupils
Headteachers and LEAs received a letter from QCA in January this year inviting them to participate in the 2005 KS3 ICT on screen test pilot. Please find enclosed a copy of this letter of invitation. At present, almost half of Bedfordshire Upper schools have decided to take part in the 2005 pilot, and are currently in the process of completing, or have completed, the registration process.
The Strategy is encouraging as many schools as possible to take part in this pilot (the test is innovative, and will therefore need to undergo extensive trialling). Schools may find it helpful to participate at this early stage to:
1. become familiar with the materials in advance of 2007 (when the test may or may not become statutory). It is likely that only schools taking part will have sight of the pilot materials, and that sample materials will not be made available to others.
2. ensure their technical readiness in line with the minimum technical requirements. 
If you have not yet expressed interest in taking part, and would like to do so, you need to register on the test website www.ks3ictpilot.com by 31 December 2004. Schools must also complete, sign and return a form confirming senior leadership team support for participation, and complete a technical questionnaire to assess technical readiness.
If you wish to discuss any of the information contained in this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely 
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Jan Blake
KS3 ICT Strand Leader/ICT Consultant
Enclosed:  Reply/sign up form for KS3 ICT core training; QCA letter of invitation to participate in the KS3 ICT onscreen test pilot in 2005; QCA 2005 test pilot information sheet 
Sign up form for KS3 ICT Strand core training (2004 – 2005)
Please indicate the core training days you will be attending, and return this form by September 24th 2004 to:
CPD Team, Russell House, 14 Dunstable St., Ampthill, Beds, MK45 2JT (or fax: 01525 405128)

If you wish to call/email, please quote course name, code, date and participant’s name.
tel.: 01525 632017 (Chris Hogan) 
email: cpd@hbseducation.com
Please note that the core training in November is being run in two groups, and attendance is allocated by pyramids and learning communities. Schools have been grouped as follows.

	Group
	Learning Communities
	Schools

	1
	4, 5, 6, and 7
	Stratton, Sandy, Burgoyne, Sandye Place, Edward Peake, Holmemead, Alban, Hitchmead, Sunnyside

Biddenham, John Bunyan, Mark Rutherford, St Thomas More, Westfield, Abbey, Harrowden, Goldington, Beauchamp, Woodside, Newnham, St Bedes, St Gregorys
Sharnbrook, Harrold Priory, Lincroft, Margaret Beaufort, Rainbow

 Wootton, Hastingsbury, Marston Vale, Holywell, Daubeney, Robert Bruce, Grange, Ridgeway, Greys Education Centre, St Johns



	2
	1, 2, and 3
	Harlington, Samuel Whitbread, Redborne, Arnold, Parkfields, Henlow, Etonbury, Robert Bloomfield, Alameda,  Woodland
Manshead, Northfields, Queensbury, Ashton ,Brewers Hill, Five Oaks, Kings Houghton, Millvale, Priory, Streetfield
The Cedars, Vandyke, Gilbert Inglefield , Brooklands, Fulbrook, Linslade, Leighton, Oakbank, Hillcrest, Weatherfield




	Core training
	Target Group
	Duration of training
	Code
	Date
	Attendance

Please tick

	Increasing pupils’ rate of progress in ICT at KS3

Group 1 (Learning Communities 4, 5, 6 & 7) (See Group list above)
	Heads of ICT/ICT Co-ordinators in Upper and Middle schools
	1 day

09.30 – 16.00 

	SFIT9

	4 November 2004 


	

	Increasing pupils’ rate of progress in ICT at KS3

Group 2 (Learning Communities 1,2, and 3) (See Group list above)
	Heads of ICT/ICT Co-ordinators in Upper and Middle schools
	1 day

09.30 – 16.00
	SFIT10
	5 November 2004
	

	PART 1 Preparing Year 9 pupils for assessment (including tests) and KS4 update 
PART 2
Preparing Year 9 pupils for assessment (including tests) 


	Heads of ICT in Upper  

schools


	1 day

09.30 – 16.00
½ day (a.m.)

09.30 – 12.30
	SFIT11
	2 December 2004 (Part 1)
22 February

2005 (Part 2)

(attend both sessions)
	

	Middle School update 1 (assessment and Year 9 test)
	Heads of ICT/ICT Co-ordinators in Middle Schools
	½ day (p.m.)

13.30 – 16.00
	SFIT12
	3 December 2004
	

	Middle School update 2 (content TBC, but including test update)
	Heads of ICT/ICT Co-ordinators in Middle schools
	½ day (p.m.)

13.30 – 16.00
	SFIT13
	22 February 2004
	

	

	School
	

	Name of Attendee
	

	Signature of Attendee
	

	Date
	


