Bedfordshire’s KS3 ICT Team launched their version of the ICT Strand at The Forest Centre, Marston on October 1st, and at Shuttleworth College on October 2nd and 3rd 2002.





What a week that was! Evaluations of the days averaged at 93.4% good or better which was encouraging. Even more encouraging were the overall positive comments about the ICT Strand from Heads of ICT, their emerging ideas for adopting and adapting the Strategy in their schools, and for ways of working together with the consultants, to improve standards in ICT.





Some comments from the 3 days





What teachers liked:


Networking, meeting other schools with the same aim to discuss issues and share ideas


Feeling part of a national strategy 


The feeling of being less isolated


The framework


The units of work and sample lessons


Clear guidance and sense of direction 


Chocolates and sweets in the afternoon!


Gaining an understanding of the requirements of the Strategy


Having a realistic timetable for action


The balance and range of activities and a team of speakers


Having opportunities to participate


The general overview and good introduction to the Strategy


Good clear presentation of the ICT Strand


The pace of the day


Time to work through the documents/resources


Useful resources and ideas of how to improve ICT scheme of work


Understanding of objectives and outcomes


Meeting the KS3 ICT consultants





�
How some teachers thought the day could have been improved


More time needed to take in and digest a lot of information, and resources 


It could have been a shorter day!


More time to look at planning lessons


Didn’t need time on lesson structure, strategies for  teaching and learning already in place


Better video clips


We’d like resources for Year 9 


It would be better if national materials could be in schools well before the training days


Less paper





Next steps


The consultants have been making appointments to visit Heads of ICT in the additional support schools to agree models of consultancy. To date they have started to help schools to complete the audit, to identify support for teachers in the classroom and teachers’ training needs, and to look at reviewing schemes of work against the ICT Framework.





Additional ICT training programme


 The first training session from the additional ICT training programme, Communication: text and graphics, has taken place at Russell House and was well received. Some schools have already begun to trial these materials with their pupils, with positive feedback. The next Sample Teaching Units, 7.4 and 8.4, which focus on Modelling, are now in draft format (we’ve had a sneak preview, and they look good). The first Modelling training sessions take place on November 6th and 7th 2002 at Russell House. 


Dates are now being set for repeats of these two courses. 























