English Writing Performance Descriptions 

	LEVEL 5
	Writing shows a secure grasp of the narrative style
	Flexible use of narrative connection
	Ending relates convincingly to a plot 
	Dialogue, action and description are inter-woven 
	Point of view and narrative voice are developed 
	More than one line of narration developed
	Commas used to mark clauses or items on a list 
	Speech marks are used correctly
	Question and exclamation marks are used correctly

	LEVEL 4a
	Characterisation is evident for example through direct or reported speech 
	Characters and events are developed and commented on
	More grammatically complex sentences including the use of pronouns.  Tenses are used consistently
	Inverted commas are used to clarify where direct speech begins and ends 
	

	LEVEL 4b
	Characters are created with significant interaction between them 
	Characters begin to be developed
	Well chosen phrases and attempts to use adventurous vocabulary as well as expansion of phrases before and after the noun
	Some evidence of the correct use of commas to separate phrases, clauses, or items on a list 

	LEVEL 4c
	Writing is coherent and well-paced and events are logically related 
	Writing is lively and interests the reader 
	Meaning is extended through different types of sentence connectives such as:- if, when, rather, than, although, however.
	Most sentences are correctly demarcated by full stops, capital letters and question marks 
	
	

	LEVEL 3a
	Some detail in the description of characters feeling or motives 
	Use increasingly complex sentences 
	Events are logically related 
	Stories are well placed with clear beginnings, middles and ends 
	Question and exclamation marks are used appropriately 
	Speech marks are used correctly
	Evidence of use of similie and metaphor 

	LEVEL 3b
	Stories well paced with beginnings, middles and ends.
	Some detail in the description of setting, characters feelings or motives
	Details intended to add interest, humour or suspense
	Use of direct speech to move the story along
	Commas to separate clauses or items on a list
	Inverted commas clarify where speech begins and ends 
	Comments on characters or events show an awareness of the reader
	The story is rounded off with a complete ending

	LEVEL 3c
	Stories well paced with beginnings, middles and ends.
	Some detail in the description of setting/feelings/motives
	Vocabulary is well chosen 
	Sentences are correctly demarcated
	Variety in sentence structure 
	Question and exclamation marks are used appropriately 
	Beginning to use commas within a sentence 
	Handwriting is joined and correctly oriented 
	

	LEVEL 2a
	Meaning is lively and holds the readers interest 
	Some characteristics of the chosen form are used effectively
	Links between ideas and events are made clear 
	Full stops and capital letters are used correctly in sentences
	Spelling of common monosyllabic words is accurate and attempts at longer words are phonetically plausible 
	Letter formation is accurate and consistent 
	

	LEVEL 2b
	Sufficient detail is given to engage the reader
	Narrative or non-narrative form is used with some consistency
	Variation in sentence structure with some extended sentences linked with connectives other than “and” 
	Word choices are varied and sometimes ambitious
	Evidence of some sentence punctuation
	Spelling is phonetically plausible
	Handwriting is clear – ascenders and descenders are distinguished and upper/lower case letters are not mixed within words 

	LEVEL 2c
	Writing communicates meaning beyond a simple statement
	Ideas are developed in short sections
	Some characteristics of the chosen form are used 
	Vocabulary is a appropriate with some words used effectively
	Some common monosyllabic words are spelt correctly.  Phonic strategies and visual patterns are used for more complex words
	Handwriting is legible despite inconsistencies in size, orientation and use of upper/lower case

	LEVEL 1a
	The writing is communicated through the use of meaningful words or phrases
	Pupils can read and explain what their writing means 
	Handwriting shows control over shape, size and orientation
	Beginning to show an awareness of the use of full-stops and capital letters
	

	LEVEL 1b


	The writing has a purpose – for example who is the writing for?
	Pupils can point to the words as they read their writing
	Letter formation is usually correct and correctly oriented.  Some awareness is shown over the use of full-stops
	

	LEVEL 1c
	Writing begins to communicate meaning through simple words and phrases 
	Pupils can explain what their writing means 
	Pupils have begun to show some control over shape, size and orientation of letters 
	
	
	

	LEVEL W


	Draws pictures or marks to convey meaning
	Beginning to form recognisable letter shapes
	Can write own first name correctly 
	
	
	


