SOCIAL, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT
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Bedfordshire Adult Skills and Community Learning

Target Audience – all staff 



	Adult Skills and Community Learning offer a variety of courses, all of which can help you enhance your job role as well as provide a recognised qualification where appropriate.  We have venues across the County and are able to provide courses at a time and in a place to suit your lifestyle.  We provide information and guidance to ensure that the course you choose is the right one for you and we continue to provide support along the way.

We can offer:

ICT

For both for home and work use and at different levels from beginners through to advanced.  The courses are available for those wanting to gain a formal qualification, as well as those who don’t.

English and Maths 

Skills for Life courses can offer you the opportunity to develop or improve your skills in English and Maths and get that qualification you have always wanted.  Alternatively you may just want to feel more confident at work, help your children with their homework or improve your letter writing; whatever your reason we can support you.  We also offer GCSE in English and Maths for people who have never taken the exam before or for people who want to improve their grades.

Professional Development

For those in a management role we offer a range of management qualifications at various levels depending on your job role. Additional qualifications also exist in other workplace subject areas. Programmes are offered in a variety of delivery methods with the option of a distance learning route for some qualifications. 

Independent Advice and Guidance

We offer information and advice sessions on how to improve your skills or get new qualifications. This service is free, confidential and impartial and could help you to move your career forward.  To book an  appointment please contact:  Victoria Whitton  01582 - 818723


	For more information on the training/development opportunities we offer please visit our website 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/adult
or call us on 0808 100 3140 
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ContactPoint

Target Audience:

All staff working with young people in the children’s 
workforce.

	Information on Training/Development Available

ContactPoint is a quick way for practitioners to find out who else is working with the same child or young person, making it easier to deliver coordinated support.

ContactPoint is an online directory, available to authorised staff who need it to do their jobs, enabling the delivery of coordinated support for children and young people. It is also vital to help safeguard children; and to ensure that the right agencies are involved at the right times, so children do not slip through the net. It is a key element of the Every Child Matters (ECM) programme, to transform children's services by supporting effective prevention and early intervention. The programme's goal is to improve the health, well-being and safety of all children.

Information about ContactPoint, its development and plans for implementation is provided and is divided into the following sections.

· About ContactPoint explains how ContactPoint works and who will use it, and provides fact sheets and other useful documents 

· Access and security provides an overview of the security of ContactPoint, who can access it and the security controls in place 

· Information for young people, parents and carers provides resources to better understand ContactPoint and how it will affect you 

· Legislation explains the legal basis for ContactPoint 

· Background and trailblazers includes case studies on the practitioners involved in local 'trailblazer' pilots.  

	Contact Information

Louise Adams  - ContactPoint User Administrator

Telephone: 01234 276634
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Training, support and development programme for foster carers and adopters
Bedfordshire Adoption and Fostering Service

Target Audience

Foster carers, adopters and all multi-agency staff involved in the lives of looked after children


	Information on Training/Development Available

The Bedfordshire Adoption and Fostering service offers a comprehensive programme of training events to its prospective and existing foster carers and adopters.  Face to face training events are held throughout the county, at varying times of the day to accommodate the needs of those working with children, and generally fit around the school day.  The courses offered cover a range of core topics, such as attachment, managing behaviour and talking and listening to children through to more specialised areas of study, such as understanding and managing sexualised behaviours and recognising secondary traumatic stress.

Training is as much about learning new things as it is about learning from each others.  Differing perspectives and experiences can help us to re-evaluate our own knowledge and skills and enrich our learning opportunities.    For this reason, two places on each of our courses are open to access free for staff and volunteers from across children’s services and we would welcome anyone interested in working collaboratively with foster carers to attend. 

A copy of the Bedfordshire Adoption and Fostering Service Training, Support and Development Programme will be sent to departments across children’s services.  Additional copies can be obtained from the address below.



	Contact Information

Jenny Thornhill

Tel: 0300 300 8090

Email: jenny.thornhill@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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Involving Parents in Supporting 
their Children’s Learning 

Family Learning



	Bedfordshire Adult Skills & Community Learning works with local communities and partners to promote and deliver a wide range of high quality learning opportunities for adults. 

The Family Learning programme aims to widen participation in learning, by engaging family adults through various activities where mothers, fathers and children learn together. In addition, family adults can build skills which allow them to be more able to support their children’s learning. Family Learning programmes encourage an interest in learning, builds confidence both within and outside the family and gives opportunities to learn new skills; opening up possibilities for personal, social, educational and economic progression.
Family Learning delivers fully funded workshops and courses through partnership work with schools and extended services, children’s centres, neighbourhood centres, community groups and a range of other service providers and organisations.

Priority groups for Family Learning programmes include

· Family adults (parents/carers) who have literacy, numeracy or language needs

· Family adults without formal qualifications or have not reached level 2

· Unemployed family adults

· Families at risk of exclusion

· Families in deprived communities

· Male family adults

Useful Links

The Ofsted report (July 2009) Family Learning: An evaluation of the benefits of family learning for participants, their families and the wider community can be found at www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/080265



	If you work with, or support, family groups that would benefit from our programme and you would like a 1:1 or group session for staff in your setting to find out more about Family Learning and the free workshops and courses we provide, please contact:

Mandy Bates - Family Learning Manager
Tel: 01582 818794

Email: mandy.bates@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

	Learning together to enrich family life and relationships 
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	FMI's activities include, research, training and resourcing organisations & individuals working with children, young people and families and direct work with parents & families. Our support and training programmes are available to the individual, voluntary, public and private sectors and include:
AKAMAS Online Induction Foundation Programme – This free programme of short courses, meets these needs for anyone who is working with children. They are robust enough to act as both induction courses for new staff and as CPD for established workers.
Work with Parents City & Guilds Level 3 – We are currently able to offer units 300 ‘Build and maintain relationships with parents’, 304 ‘Effective communication with parents’ and 308 ‘Working with groups of parents’ Training days for Unit 308 (4 days) are scheduled for 27th & 28th  September and 8th& 9th November 2010 at Moggerhanger House.
Want to Run a Parenting Course? – Do you want to run a parenting course in your area? Don't know where to start? Don't know which course to use? We can give you answers and resources with our Level 3 Open College Network (OCN) accredited group facilitator skills course.
Flat Pack Parent Facilitator Skills Training – Level 2 OCN accredited course for facilitators using our Flat Pack Parent Resource, offered as in-house training only. 
Fathers’ Workshop - A half day workshop for new fathers, whether they have just had children or recently entered into a relationship with a partner with children, aimed at equipping fathers with practical skills, information and confidence.
The Money Tree Activity Session - This is a family learning resource developed by FMI which helps adults and children together to get a better understanding of budgeting and talk about money management together.

Generic Training - FMI offers a number of courses suitable for those working with families and children including Common Core of Skills and Knowledge, Effective Communication, Supervision Skills, H&S and Risk Assessment, Developing World of the Child, Supporting Transitions.

	Contact Information
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 01767 641002 Ext 226 or e-mail family@familymatters.org.uk 
Useful Links: www.familymatters.org.uk
                        www.dadtalk.co.uk
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it’s Great Outdoors

Target Audience 

13- 19 years 
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What is it’s Great Outdoors?


it’s Great Outdoors provides opportunities for young people living within Central  Bedfordshire aged between 13 to 19 years. 


it’s Great Outdoors is a joint venture between the Greensand Trust, the BRCC, the Forest of Marston Vale, Groundwork, Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council.
What does it’s Great Outdoors do?


- Conceive, plan and implement countryside related community projects
- Promote the countryside and its potential to key groups
- Encourage young peoples participation through targeted events and activities
- Attract young people from all walks of life into voluntary conservation work and find appropriate placements for them
What does it’s Great Outdoors aim to achieve?


- To increase use and enjoyment of the countryside, improving the quality of life for young people
- To improve mental health 
- To improve physical health by promoting the use of the countryside as a resource for exercise, activity and enjoyment
- To address the needs of those young people who are most disadvantaged in society, by breaking down the barriers that prevent young people from accessing the countryside
- To strengthen social networks by encouraging communities to work in partnership on countryside projects and by organising local events and activities targeted at community groups and young people

- To deliver high quality environmentally based projects around Bedfordshire. For example, building raised flower beds in schools to allow disabled access

Activities

1. Conservation Activities

a. Vegetation clearance and bonfire 

b. Tree planting 

c. Bridge/fence building 

d. River/pond clearance 
2. Survival Days – Chicksands Woods
3. Fishing – Manor Farm near Biggleswade
4. Mountain Biking – Priory Country Park / The Forest of Marston Vale
5. Orienteering – Ampthill Park
6. Mini-beast hunts – Maulden Woods (Summer)
7. Woodland Walks – Maulden Woods 
8. Bird Box Building – Maulden Woods
9. Pond dipping – Maulden Woods
Please contact IGO and check what is on offer
Conservation Volunteering Opportunities:

Weekly Tasks:

· Tuesday
Greensand Trust Volunteers – Maulden Woods
BRCC Volunteers

· Wednesday 
Greensand Trust Volunteers – Stockgrove Country Park
Monthly Tasks:

· Saturday
Greensand Trust Tasks

Friends of Groups

County Council Groups

· Sunday 
Friends of Groups

Please note that for participation in conservation tasks individuals have to be over 16 years old. 16-18 year olds require parental consent. 



	Contact Information

Chris Bland

it’s Great Outdoors
The Smithy, The Village, Old Warden, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SG18 9HQ
t: 01767 626457
m: 07814512388
f: 01767 626331 
e: its_great_outdoors@yahoo.co.uk
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‘Raising Awareness of Young Fathers’

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL in 
conjunction with the ‘Boys Development Project’
Target Audience: Children’s Centre Staff, Integrated Youth Support, 0 – 19 Health Visiting Teams, Maternity Services, Youth Offending Team, Housing Services, Colleges



	Information on Training/Development Available
This training is integral to our ‘Parenting and Family Support Strategy’, ensuring that we improve support for Teenage Parents.

In this 3 hour workshop you will have the opportunity to develop:

· Increased knowledge and understanding of young fathers, what the literature says about them, who they are and how to find them

· Increased confidence and knowledge of how to target and engage young fathers 
For more information on the training/development opportunities we offer please contact:

Fiona Side, Parenting Development and Commissioning Manager


	Contact Information

Fiona Side

0300 300 6058

Fiona.side@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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